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FOREWORD

About 55 per centof the population in India is engaged in agriculture and
allied activities. The Agriculture & Allied Sector continues to be pivotal
to the sustainable growth and development of the Indian economy. This
Sector has to cater to 17.5 per cent of the world's population with a mere
2.4 per cent share of the world’s land. The challenge of bringing more
of the 32.87 crore hectares of the country’s land area under productive
use necessitates the devising of a pragmatic and scientific approach.

As per the Land Utilisation Statistics (2014-15), out of the total
Reporting Area of 30.78 crore hectares, the Net Area Sown in the country is about 14.01 crore
hectares which constitute 46% of the total area. In comparison, the states in the North Eastern
Region of India (NER) have lower percentages of Net Area Sown, ranging from as low as 3% in
Arunachal Pradesh to 36% in Assam.

Out of the total Area under Crops of 19.84 crore hectares, Area under Food Crops is about 14.28
crore hectares constituting 72% of the total area while Area under Non Food Crops is about 5.56
crore hectares. The NER states have higher percentages of Area under Food Crops compared to All
India, ranging from 79% in Tripura to 98% in Mizoram. In Area under Food Crops, the NER states
have higher percentages of Area under Condiments & Spices compared to All India, ranging from
3% in Manipur to 27% in Sikkim.

This “NEDFi Databank Journal” on Agricultural Sector, with special reference to NER, contains
two issues viz. Land Use Classification and Area under Crops.

We hope that the data/information provided in this Journal will be useful to our readers and
all the stakeholders in this Sector. We also look forward to feedback and suggestions for further
improvement.

(342>

B. P. Muktieh

Chairman and Managing Director
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