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F OREWORD

Animal  husbandry and
Fishery Sectors have played
prominent socio-economic
role in India. This sector is a
sub-sector of agricultural
economy and Dplays a
significant role in
generating gainful
employment in the rural
areas, particularly among
the landless, small and
marginal  farmers and
women, besides providing
cheap and nutritious food to
millions of people. Livestock
production in the North east

is predominantly the endeavour of small holders. Livestock farming is practised
traditionally, mostly for agricultural operations.

As per Basic Animal Husbandry Statistics 2019, milk production in the north-eastern
region was 1.45 million tonnes during 2018-19, sharing 0.77% of total milk production in
the country, from which Assam produced highest with 8.82 lakh tonnes, sharing 60.67%
of total milk produced in NER and 0.47% of total milk produced in the country. Egg
production in NER was 1.14 billion numbers during 2018-19, sharing 1.10% of total egg
production in the country, from which Assam produced highest with 501.5 million
numbers, sharing 44.15% of total egg produced in NER and 0.49% of total egg produced
in the country. The meat production in the north-eastern region was 0.25 million tonnes,
sharing 3.03% of total meat production in the country, from which Assam produced
highest with 50.40 thousand tonnes, sharing 20.53% of total meat produced in NER and
0.62% of total meat produced in the country.

Fish has an important role to play in nutrition & food security and generate employment
& income in India as well. The sector provides livelihoods to about 25 million fishers and
fish farmers at the primary level and almost twice the number along the value chain. The
North eastern region has enormous untapped potential for fisheries in term of rivers,
streams, floodplain, wetlands, lakes, ponds and large areas under rice fish culture system.
The region is ideal for inland and freshwater pisciculture.
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As per Handbook on Fisheries Statistics 2018, total fish production in the north-eastern
region was 0.47 million tonnes during 2017-18, sharing only 3.73% of total fish
production in the country, from which fish production was highest in Assam with 0.33
million tonnes, which share 69.58% of total fish produced in NER and 2.59% of total fish
produced in the country.

The growth of these sectors have been found slower in the region than at the national
level. However, a significant proportion of population have access to livestock resources
and acceleration in the growth of these sectors in NER offers significant opportunities for
household income augmentation and employment generation.

This issue of Databank Journal on “Animal Husbandry & Fishery” in the North Eastern
Region is published for the benefit of not only farmers and entrepreneurs, but, also to
serve the purpose of providing inputs necessary for the experts in different fields,
investors, agricultural traders, students and institutions. It was a difficult job
assimilating, screening and analysing data from various sources. Nevertheless, it is
indeed a sincere attempt to provide the information on this sector at one single source. |
thank all who have made this task possible.

Comments and suggestions for improving this endeavour by NEDFi, to provide reliable
information on the North East of India would be most welcome.

[

B. P. Muktieh

Chairman and Managing Director

North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Limited
NEDFi House, G.S. Road, Guwahati- 781006
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