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Livestock sector plays a vital role in the North Eastern Region (NER) of India. Although agriculture is the prime source
of livelihood for a majority of rural population in the region, dependence on livestock as-an alternative source of
income is significant, especially in the rural areas.

The contribution of livestock sector to total GDP in NER is 2.07% while its percentage contribution to Agriculture is
10.63%, both are below national average. As per 20th Livestock Census - 2019, the total livestock population is 24.35
million constituting 4.54% of total livestock in India, out of which most of the population is from rural areas with 23.51
million, sharing 96.55% of total. Assam has the highest livestock population with 18.09 million constituting 74.30% of
total livestock in NER and 3.37% of total livestock in India. On the other hand, the total poultry population is 69.22
millionin the region, constituting 8.13% of total poultry in India, out of which most of the populationis from rural areas
with 6515 million, sharing 94.11% of total. Assam has the highest poultry population with 46.71 million constituting
67.48% of total poultry in NER and 5.48% of total poultry in India.

The growth of livestock sector has been found slower in the region than at the national level, However, a significant
proportion of population have access to livestock resources and acceleration in the growth of these sector in NER
offers significant opportunities for household income augmentation and employment generation. Several factors
identified to influence their decision to rear livestock and poultry include availability of labour, occupation, caste,
farm-size, availability of irrigation and access to information sources.

This issue of Databank Journal on “Livestock and Poultry” in the North Eastern Region is published for the benefit of
not only farmers and entrepreneurs, but, also to serve the purpose of providing inputs necessary for the experts in
different fields, investors, agricultural traders, students and institutions. It was a difficult job assimilating, screening
and analysing data from various sources. Nevertheless, it is indeed a sincere attempt to provide the information on

this sector at one single source. | thank all who have made this task possible.

B. P. Muktieh

Chairman and Managing Director

North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Limited
NEDFi House, G.S. Road, Guwahati- 781006

Comments and suggestions forimproving this endeavour by NEDFi, to provide reliable
information on the North East of India would be most welcome.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

NLM NATIONAL LIVESTOCK MISSION

GDP GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

GSDP GROSS STATE DOMESTIC PRODUCT

SCSP SCHEDULED CASTE SUB PLAN

TSP TRIBAL SUB PLAN

GVA GROSS VALUE ADDED

HF HOLSTEN FRIESIAN

GSVA GROSS STATE VALUE ADDED
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